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• IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 2-20 and ADD new claims 21-23 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Previously Presented) An advertisement information providing system 
comprising: 

card sending service providing means for providing a card sending service for sending a 
card attached with an optional message to a specified addressee; 

first preference trend input means for inputting preference trends of said addressee; 

first advertisement information selection means for selecting advertisement information 
suitable for the preference trends of the addressee input by said first preference trend input 
means; and 

advertisement information adding means for adding advertisement information selected 
by said first advertisement information selection means to said card. 

2. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising: 

second preference trend input means for inputting preference trends of a card sending 

client; 

second advertisement information selection means for selecting advertisement 
information suitable for the preference trends of said card sending client input by said second 
preference trend input means; and 

advertisement information presentation means for presenting advertisement information 
selected by said second advertisement information selection means to said card sending client. 

3. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system according 
to claim 1, wherein said first advertisement information selection means comprises: 

advertisement information display means for selecting a plurality of advertisement 
information suitable for the preference trends of the addressee input by said first preference 
trend input means, and displaying a plurality of advertisement information selected for said-_a 
card sending clients and 
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second advertisement information selection means for making said card sending 
client select one piece of advertisement information from amongst the plurality of advertisement 
information displayed by said advertisement information display means. 

4. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system according 
to claim 1 , wh e r ei n thoro i s prov i ded further comprising: sending history stef storing generation 
means for storingja card sending history for sate - a card sending client, and said first 
advertisement information selecting means, based on the card sending history stored by said 
sending history ste f storing generation means, selects advertisement information suitable for the 
preference trends of the addressee, except for advertisement information which has already 
been provided to said addressee. 

5. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system according 
to claim 1 , whor ei n th e r e i s furthe r comprising provid e d : 

utilization frequency counting means for countings utilization frequency of the card 
sending service bv said - a card sending client; and 

additional information change means for changing additional information to be added to 
said card, based on the utilization frequency counted by said utilization frequency counting 
means. 

6. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system according 
to claim 5, whoroin th e r e i s furthe r comprising prov i ded : 

card sending means for sending a card attached with said advertisement information and 
said additional information to said card sending client; and 

first advertisement information output means for outputting advertisement information 
specified by said additional information, by simultaneously inputting additional information added 
to the card sent to said addressee and additional information added to the card sent to said card 
sending client. 

7. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system according 
to claim 1, whor ei n th e r e i s f urthe r comprising prov i d e d : 

advertisement identification information adding means for adding advertisement 
identification information for identifying non-visual advertisement information to said card; and 

s e cond advertisement information output means for outputting non-visual advertisement 
information specified by said advertisement identification information, based on the 
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advertisement identification information added by said advertisement identification information 
adding means. 

8. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing system 1 
comprising: 

card sending service providing means for providing a card sending service for sending a 
card attached with an optional message to a specified addressee; 

preference trend input means for inputting preference trends of a card sending client; 

advertisement information selection means for selecting advertisement information 
suitable for the preference trends of said card sending client input by said preference trend input 
means; and 

advertisement information presentation means for presenting advertisement information 
selected by said advertisement information selection means to said card sending client. 

9. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing method A 
comprising: 

a card sending service providing step for providing a service for sending a card attached 
with an optional message to a specified addressee; 

an advertisement information adding step for inputting preference trends of said 
addressee, selecting advertisement information suitable for the input preference trends of said 
addressee, and adding selected advertisement information to said card; and 

an advertisement information presenting step for inputting preference trends of a card 
sending client, selecting advertisement information suitable for the input preference trends of 
said card sending client, and presenting selected advertisement information to said card sending 
client. 

10. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing method according 
to claim 9, wherein said advertisement information adding step selects a plurality of 
advertisement information suitable for the input preference trends of the addressee, displays a 
plurality of advertisement information selected for said card sending client, and makes said card 
sending client select one piece of advertisement information from amongst the displayed 
plurality of advertisement information. 

11. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing method according 
to claim 9, wherein said advertisement information adding step, based onja card sending history 
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for said card sending client, selects advertisement information suitable for the preference trends 
of said addressee except for advertisement information which has already been provided to said 
addressee. 

12. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing method according 
to claim 9, wh e r ei n th e r e i s f urthe r comprising: 

provid e d an additional information change step for changing additional information to be 
added to said card, based on the- a utilization frequency of the card sending service by said card 
sending client. 

13. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing method according 
to claim 12, wh e r e in th e r e is furthe r comprising prov i d e d : 

a card sending step for sending a card added with said advertisement information and 
said additional information to said card sending client; and 

a first advertisement information output step for outputting advertisement information 
specified by said additional information, by simultaneously inputting additional information added 
to the card sent to said addressee and additional information added to the card sent to said card 
sending client. 

14. (Currently Amended) An advertisement information providing method according 
to claim 9 t whor e in th e r e i s furthe r comprising provid e d : 

a s e cond an advertisement information output step for adding advertisement 
identification information for identifying non-visual advertisement information to said card, and 
outputting the non-visual advertisement information specified by said advertisement identification 
information, based on the added advertisement identification information. 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium r e cord e d w i th 
having an executable advertisement information providing program for r e a li z i ng on thereon to 
control a computer by: 

a card s e nd i ng s e rv i c e prov i d i ng funct i on for providing a card sending service for sending 
a card attached with an optional message to a specified addressee; 

an adv e rt i sem e nt i nformation add i ng function for first inputting preference trends of said 
addressee^ 

first selecting advertisement information suitable for the input preference trends of said 
addressee:-raft€l 
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adding selected advertisement information to said card; bb4 

an advert i s e m e nt i nformat i on pr e s e nt i ng funct i on for second inputting preference trends 
of a card sending client^ 

second selecting advertisement information suitable for the input preference trends of 
said card sending clients and 

presenting selected advertisement information to said card sending client. 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium r e cord e d w i th an 
adv e rt i s e m e nt informat i on prov i d i ng program according to claim 15, wherein said adv e rt i s e m e nt 
i nformat i on add i ng funct i on first inputting, said first selecting and said adding select s e l e cts a 
plurality of advertisement information suitable for the input preference trends of the addressee, 
displays a plurality of advertisement information selected for said card sending client, and makes 
said card sending client select one piece of advertisement information from amongst the 
displayed plurality of advertisement information. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium r e cord e d w i th an 
adv e rt i s e m e nt informat i on prov i d i ng program according to claim 15, wherein said adv e rt i s e m e nt 
i nformat i on add i ng funct i on first inputting, said first selecting and said adding , based on_a card 
sending history for said card sending client, selects advertisement information suitable for the 
preference trends of said addressee except for advertisement information which has already 
been provided to said addressee. 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium r e cord e d w i th an 
adv e rt i s e m e nt i nformat i on prov i d i ng program according to claim 15, wh e r ei n th e r e i s furth e r 
provid e d an add i tiona l informat i on chang e funct i on for further comprising: 

changing additional information to be added to said card, based on tfce-ja_utilization 
frequency of the card sending service by said card sending client. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium r e cord e d w i th an 
adv e rt i s e m e nt i nformat i on prov i d i ng program according to claim 18, wh e r ei n th e r e i s further 
comprising prov i d e d : 

a card s e nd i ng funct i on for sending a card added with said advertisement information 
and said additional information to said card sending client; and 

a first adv e rt i s e m e nt i nformat i on output function for outputting advertisement information 
specified by said additional information, by simultaneously inputting additional information added 
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to the card sent to said addressee and additional information added to the card sent to said card 
sending client. 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium r e cord e d w i th an 
adv e rt i s e m e nt i nformat i on prov i d i ng program according to claim 15, wh e r e in th e r e i s further 
comprising prov i d e d ; 

a s e cond adv e rtis e m e nt informat i on output funct i on for adding advertisement 
identification information ^identifying non-visual advertisement information to said card, and 
outputting non-visual advertisement information specified by said advertisement identification 
information, based on the added advertisement identification information. 

21. (New) An information providing system comprising: 

a card sending unit to send a card attached with an optional message to a specified 
addressee; 

an input unit to input preference trends of said addressee; 

a selection unit to select advertisement information to fit the preference trends of the 
addressee input by the input unit; and 

an adding unit to add the advertisement information selected by the selection unit to the 

card. 

22. (New) An information providing method comprising: 

sending a card attached with an optional message to a specified addressee; 
inputting preference trends of said addressee; 

selecting first advertisement information to fit the input preference trends of said 
addressee; 

adding the selected first advertisement information to said card; 
inputting preference trends of a card sending client; 

selecting second advertisement information to fit the input preference trends of said card 
sending client; and 

presenting the selected second advertisement information to said card sending client. 

23. (New) A computer readable recording medium having an executable program 
thereon to control a computer by: 

a card sending program part sending a card attached with an optional message to a 
specified addressee; 



7 



Serial No. 09/741,907 



a first trend program part inputting preference trends of said addressee; 

a first selection program part selecting advertisement information to fit the input 
preference trends of said addressee; 

an adding program part adding the selected advertisement information to said card; 

a second trend program part inputting preference trends of a card sending client; 

a second selection program part selecting advertisement information to fit the input 
preference trends of said card sending client; and 

a presentation program part presenting the selected advertisement information of said 
card sending client to said card sending client. 
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